
Alison & Mary’s Best of 2023 
Together, Alison and Mary read 195 books in 2023.  These are our favourites, rated at least 4 stars 

                    

Fiction   

   Kill Show by Daniel Sweren-Becker 

When sixteen-year-old Sara Parcell goes missing, it’s an utter tragedy—and an entertaining 
national obsession—in this thoughtful and addictively readable novel that offers a fresh and 
provocative take on whodunits and true crime. 
 
Sara Parcell disappeared without a trace on a crisp April morning in Frederick, Maryland. Her 
tragic story was a national obsession and the centerpiece of a controversial television docu-series 
that followed her disappearance in real time--but is it possible that everyone missed the biggest 
secret of all? Ten years after these events, the people who knew Sara best are finally ready to talk.  

  One of the Good Guys by Araminta Hall (published January, 2024) 

A propulsive and twisty page-turner with razor-sharp sociopolitical insight,  One of the Good Guys 
asks: if most men claim to be good, why are most women still afraid to walk home alone at night? 
 
Newly separated from his wife and desperate to escape the ghosts of his failed marriage, Cole 
leaves London for a fresh start in the countryside. He accepts a job as a wildlife ranger and settles 
into his cozy seaside cottage, relishing the respite from the noise, drama, and relentless careerism 
that curdled his relationship along with his mental health. Then he meets Leonora, the reclusive 
artist living next door, and is instantly charmed by her warm and gentle spirit. 
 
But as the two forge a connection on the cliff’s edge they call home, two young women activists 
raising awareness about gendered violence disappear while passing through. Cole and Leonora 
find themselves in the middle of a police investigation and resulting media firestorm as the world 
learns of what happened, and as the tension escalates, they quickly realize that they don’t know 
each other that well after all. 
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 Darling Girls by Sally Hepworth (published April 2024) 

It's not just secrets buried at Wild Meadows.For as long as they can remember, Jessica, Norah and 
Alicia have been told how lucky they are. Rescued from family tragedies and raised by a loving 
foster mother on an idyllic farming estate, they were given an elusive second chance of a happy 
family life. But their childhood wasn't the fairy tale everyone thinks it was. And when a body is 
discovered under the home they grew up in, the foster sisters find themselves thrust into the 
spotlight as key witnesses. Or are they prime suspects?A thrilling page-turner by New York Times 
bestselling author Sally Hepworth of sisterhood, secrets, love and murder 

 After Annie by Anna Quindlan (published March 2024) 

When Annie Brown dies suddenly, her husband, her four young children and her closest friend 
are left to struggle without the woman who centered their lives. Bill Brown finds himself 
overwhelmed, and Annie’s best friend Annemarie is lost to old bad habits without Annie’s 
support. It is Annie’s daughter, Ali, forced to try to care for her younger brothers and even her 
father, who manages to maintain some semblance of their former lives for them all, and who 
confronts the complicated truths of adulthood. 
 
Yet over the course of the next year, while Annie looms large in their memories, all three are able 
to grow, to change, even to become stronger and more sure of themselves. The enduring power 
Annie gave to those who loved her is the power to love, and to go on without her. 

 The Other Mothers by Katherine Faulkner (published December 2023) 

When a young nanny dies under mysterious circumstances near new mom Tash’s home, she is 
certain that this could be the story to relaunch her journalism career. 
 
Meanwhile, she also needs to find a local playgroup for her son. Nearby is the gorgeous 
neighborhood filled with wealthy and friendly families, stunning houses, and lavish playdates. But 
when another young woman is found dead, it’s clear there’s much more to the community than 
meets the eye and the more Tash investigates, the more she’s led uncomfortably close to the 
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mothers in her son’s playgroup. 
 
Are these women really her friends? Or is there another, more dangerous reason why she has 
been accepted into their exclusive world? Who, exactly, is investigating who? 

 

 Murder Road by Simone St. James (published March 2024) 

July 1995. April and Eddie have taken a wrong turn. They’re looking for the small resort town 
where they plan to spend their honeymoon. When they spot what appears to a lone hitchhiker 
along the deserted road, they stop to help. But not long after the hitchiker gets into their car, they 
see the blood seeping from her jacket and a truck barreling down Atticus Line after them. 
 
When the hitchhiker dies at the local hospital, April and Eddie find themselves in the crosshairs of 
the Coldlake Falls police. Unexplained murders have been happening along Atticus Line for years 
and the cops finally have two witnesses who easily become their only suspects. As April and Eddie 
start to dig into the history of the town and that horrible stretch of road to clear their names, they 
soon learn that there is something supernatural at work, something that could not only tear the 
town and its dark secrets apart, but take April and Eddie down with it all. 

 The House on Biscayne Bay by Chanel Cleeton (published April 2024) 

As death stalks a gothic mansion in Miami, the lives of two women intertwine as the past and 
present collide in New York Times bestselling author Chanel Cleeton’s atmospheric new novel. 
 
With the Great War finally behind them, thousands of civilians and business moguls alike flock to 
South Florida with their sights set on making a fortune. When wealthy industrialist Robert Barnes 
and his wife, Anna, build Marbrisa, a glamorous estate on Biscayne Bay, they become the toast of 
the newly burgeoning society. Anna and Robert appear to have it all, but in a town like Miami, 
appearances can be deceiving, and one scandal can change everything. 
 
Years later following the tragic death of her parents in Havana, Carmen Acosta journeys to 
Marbrisa, the grand home of her estranged older sister, Carolina, and her husband, Asher Wyatt. 
On the surface, the gilded estate looks like paradise, but Carmen quickly learns that nothing at 
Marbrisa is as it seems. The house has a treacherous legacy, and Carmen’s own life is soon in 
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jeopardy . . . unless she can unravel the secrets buried beneath the mansion’s facade and stop 
history from repeating itself. 

 Weyward by Ameila Hart 

2019: Under cover of darkness, Kate flees London for ramshackle Weyward Cottage, inherited from 
a great aunt she barely remembers. With its tumbling ivy and overgrown garden, the cottage is 
worlds away from the abusive partner who tormented Kate. But she begins to suspect that her 
great aunt had a secret. One that lurks in the bones of the cottage, hidden ever since the witch-
hunts of the 17th century. 
 
1619: Altha is awaiting trial for the murder of a local farmer who was stampeded to death by his 
herd. As a girl, Altha’s mother taught her their magic, a kind not rooted in spell casting but in a 
deep knowledge of the natural world. But unusual women have always been deemed dangerous, 
and as the evidence for witchcraft is set out against Altha, she knows it will take all of her powers 
to maintain her freedom. 
 
1942: As World War II rages, Violet is trapped in her family's grand, crumbling estate. Straitjacketed 
by societal convention, she longs for the robust education her brother receives––and for her 
mother, long deceased, who was rumored to have gone mad before her death. The only traces 
Violet has of her are a locket bearing the initial W and the word weyward scratched into the 
baseboard of her bedroom. 
 
Weaving together the stories of three extraordinary women across five centuries, Emilia 
Hart's Weyward is an enthralling novel of female resilience and the transformative power of the 
natural world. 

 Happily Never After by Lynn Painter (published March 2024) 

When Sophie Steinbeck finds out just before her nuptials that her fiancé has cheated yet again, 
she desperately wants to call it off. But because her future father-in-law is her dad’s cutthroat 
boss, she doesn’t want to be the one to do it. Her savior comes in the form of a professional 
objector, whose purpose is to show up at weddings and proclaim the words no couple (usually) 
wants to hear at their ceremony: “I object!” 
 
During anti-wedding festivities that night, Sophie learns more about Max the Objector’s job. It 
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makes perfect sense to her: he saves people from wasting their lives, from hurting each other. 
He’s a modern-day hero. And Sophie wants in. 
 
The two love cynics start working together, going from wedding to wedding, and Sophie’s having 
more fun than she’s had in ages. She looks forward to every nerve-racking ceremony saving the 
lovesick souls of the betrothed masses. As Sophie and Max spend more time together, however, 
they realize that their physical chemistry is off the charts, leading them to dabble in a little 
hookup session or two—but it’s totally fine, because they definitely do not have feelings for each 
other. Love doesn’t exist, after all. 
 
And then everything changes. A groom-to-be hires Sophie to object, but his fiancée is the woman 
who broke Max’s heart. As Max wrestles with whether he can be a party to his ex’s getting hurt, 
Sophie grapples with the sudden realization that she may have fallen hard for her partner in 
crime. 

 Starling House by Alix E. Harrow 

Eden, Kentucky, is just another dying, bad-luck town, known only for the legend of E. Starling, the 
reclusive nineteenth-century author and illustrator who wrote The Underland--and disappeared. 
Before she vanished, Starling House appeared. But everyone agrees that it’s best to let the 
uncanny house―and its last lonely heir, Arthur Starling―go to rot. 
 
Opal knows better than to mess with haunted houses or brooding men, but an unexpected job 
offer might be a chance to get her brother out of Eden. Too quickly, though, Starling House starts 
to feel dangerously like something she’s never had: a home. 
 
As sinister forces converge on Starling House, Opal and Arthur are going to have to make a dire 
choice to dig up the buried secrets of the past and confront their own fears, or let Eden be taken 
over by literal nightmares.  

 Only if You’re Lucky by Stacy Willingham (published January 2024) 

Lucy Sharpe is larger than life. Magnetic, addictive. Bold and dangerous. Especially for Margot, 
who meets Lucy at the end of their freshman year at a liberal arts college in South Carolina. 
Margot is the shy one, the careful one, always the sidekick and never the center of attention. But 
when Lucy singles her out at the end of the year, a year Margot spent studying and playing it safe, 
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and asks her to room together, something in Margot can't say no—something daring, or starved, 
or maybe even envious. 
 
And so Margot finds herself living in an off-campus house with three other girls, Lucy, the 
ringleader; Sloane, the sarcastic one; and Nicole, the nice one, the three of them opposites but 
also deeply intertwined. It's a year that finds Margot finally coming out of the shell she's been in 
since the end of high school, when her best friend Eliza died three weeks after graduation. Margot 
and Lucy have become the closest of friends, but by the middle of their sophomore year, one of 
the fraternity boys from the house next door has been brutally murdered... and Lucy Sharpe is 
missing without a trace. 

 The Roommate Pact by Allison Ashley 

The proposition is simple: if ER nurse Claire Harper and her roommate, firefighter Graham Scott, 
are still single by the time they’re forty, they’ll take the proverbial plunge together…as friends with 
benefits. Maybe it’s the wine, but in the moment, Claire figures the pact is a safe-enough deal, 
considering she hasn’t had much luck in love and he’s in no rush to settle down. Like, at all. 
Besides, there’s no way she could ever really fall for Graham and his thrill-seeking ways. Not after 
what happened to her father… 
 
Just as things begin to heat up way before the proposed deadline, Graham’s injured in a serious 
rock-climbing accident—and he needs Claire’s help to heal. She’ll do whatever it takes to nurse 
him back to health…even if it means moving into Graham’s bed and putting up with his little dog 
who hates her. But with this no-strings arrangement taking a complicated turn, keeping “for now” 
from turning into “forever” isn’t as easy as they’d planned. 
 

 Good Bad Girl by Alice Feeney 

Twenty years after a baby is stolen from a stroller, a woman is murdered in a care home. The two 
crimes are somehow linked, and a good bad girl may be the key to discovering the truth. 
 
Edith may have been tricked into a nursing home, but at eighty-years-young, she’s planning her 
escape. Patience works there, cleaning messes and bonding with Edith, a kindred spirit. But 
Patience is lying to Edith about almost everything. 
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Edith’s own daughter, Clio, won’t speak to her. And someone new is about to knock on Clio’s 
door…and their intentions aren’t good. 
 
With every reason to distrust each other, the women must solve a mystery with three suspects, 
two murders, and one victim. If they do, they might just find out what happened to the baby who 
disappeared, the mother who lost her, and the connections that bind them. 

 The Mostly True Story of Tanner and Louise by Colleen Oakley 

Twenty-one-year-old Tanner Quimby needs a place to live. Preferably one where she can continue 
sitting around in sweatpants and playing video games nineteen hours a day. Since she has no 
credit or money to speak of, her options are limited, so when an opportunity to work as a live-in 
caregiver for an elderly woman falls into her lap, she takes it. 
 
One slip on the rug. That’s all it took for Louise Wilt’s daughter to demand that Louise have a full-
time nanny living with her. Never mind that she can still walk fine, finish her daily crossword 
puzzle, and pour the two fingers of vodka she drinks every afternoon. Bottom line -- Louise wants 
a caretaker even less than Tanner wants to be one. 
 
The two start off their living arrangement happily ignoring each other until Tanner starts to notice 
things—weird things. Like, why does Louise keep her garden shed locked up tighter than a 
prison? And why is the local news fixated on the suspect of one of the biggest jewelry heists in 
American history who looks eerily like Louise? And why does Louise suddenly appear in her room, 
with a packed bag at 1 a.m. insisting that they leave town immediately? 
 
Thus begins the story of a not-to-be-underestimated elderly woman and an aimless young 
woman who—if they can outrun the mistakes of their past—might just have the greatest 
adventure of their lives.  

 

     Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to 
point out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-
male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: 
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Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of 
all things—her mind. True chemistry results. 
 
But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself 
not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper 
at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch 
of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. 
Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to 
change the status quo. 

  The Woman Inside by M.T. Edvardsson 

Bill Olsson, recently widowed, is desperate to provide for his daughter, Sally. Struggling to pay 
rent, he welcomes a lodger into their home: Karla, a law student and aspiring judge, who works as 
a housekeeper to make ends meet. Her clients are the Rytters, an incredibly wealthy couple who 
hide behind closed doors. The wife is ill and hasn’t left the house in months. The husband is 
controlling and obsessive. Is he just a worried husband, concerned for his wife’s health? Or is there 
something more sinister at play? 
 
As Bill’s situation becomes more dire, Karla is forced to make a difficult choice. And when the 
Rytters wind up dead, and Karla is pulled in for questioning, she’s made to defend some parts of 
her past she’d rather not revisit. 
 
Every person in The Woman Inside is hiding something, but could any of them really have been 
driven to kill? 

  The Drift by C.J. Tudor 

Hannah awakens to carnage, all mangled metal and shattered glass. During a hasty escape from 
a secluded boarding school, her coach careened over a hillside road during one of the year's 
heaviest snowstorms, trapping her inside with a handful of survivors, a brewing virus, and no way 
to call for help. If she and the remaining few want to make it out alive, with their sanity--and 
secrets--intact, they'll need to work together or they'll be buried alive with the rest of the dead. 
 
A former detective, Meg awakens to a gentle rocking. She is in a cable car suspended far above a 
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snowstorm and surrounded by strangers in the same uniform as her, with no memory of how 
they got there. They are heading to a mysterious place known to them only as "The Retreat," but 
when they discover a dead man among their ranks and Meg spies a familiar face, she realizes that 
there is something far more insidious going on. 

 Happy Place by Emily Henry 

Harriet and Wyn have been the perfect couple since they met in college—they go together like 
salt and pepper, honey and tea, lobster and rolls. Except, now—for reasons they’re still not 
discussing—they don’t. 
They broke up six months ago. And still haven’t told their best friends. 
Which is how they find themselves sharing the largest bedroom at the Maine cottage that has 
been their friend group’s yearly getaway for the last decade. Their annual respite from the world, 
where for one vibrant, blue week they leave behind their daily lives; have copious amounts of 
cheese, wine, and seafood; and soak up the salty coastal air with the people who understand 
them most. 
Only this year, Harriet and Wyn are lying through their teeth while trying not to notice how 
desperately they still want each other. Because the cottage is for sale and this is the last week 
they’ll all have together in this place. They can’t stand to break their friends’ hearts, and so they’ll 
play their parts. Harriet will be the driven surgical resident who never starts a fight, and Wyn will 
be the laid-back charmer who never lets the cracks show. It’s a flawless plan (if you look at it from 
a great distance and through a pair of sunscreen-smeared sunglasses). After years of being in love, 
how hard can it be to fake it for one week… in front of those who know you best? 

 Romantic Comedy by Curtis Sittenfeld 

Sally Milz is a sketch writer for "The Night Owls," the late-night live comedy show that airs each 
Saturday. With a couple of heartbreaks under her belt, she’s long abandoned the search for love, 
settling instead for the occasional hook-up, career success, and a close relationship with her 
stepfather to round out a satisfying life. 
 
But when Sally’s friend and fellow writer Danny Horst begins dating Annabel, a glamorous actor 
who guest-hosted the show, he joins the not-so-exclusive group of talented but average-looking 
and even dorky men at the show—and in society at large—who’ve gotten romantically involved 
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with incredibly beautiful and accomplished women. Sally channels her annoyance into a sketch 
called the "Danny Horst Rule," poking fun at this phenomenon while underscoring how unlikely it 
is that the reverse would ever happen for a woman. 
 
Enter Noah Brewster, a pop music sensation with a reputation for dating models, who signed on 
as both host and musical guest for this week’s show. Dazzled by his charms, Sally hits it off with 
Noah instantly, and as they collaborate on one sketch after another, she begins to wonder 
whether there might actually be sparks flying. But this isn’t a romantic comedy; it’s real life. And in 
real life, someone like him would never date someone like her...right? 

 None of this is True by Lisa Jewell (published July 20) 

Celebrating her forty-fifth birthday at her local pub, popular podcaster Alix Summers crosses 
paths with an unassuming woman called Josie Fair. Josie, it turns out, is also celebrating her forty-
fifth birthday. They are, in fact, birthday twins. 
 
A few days later, Alix and Josie bump into each other again, this time outside Alix’s children’s 
school. Josie has been listening to Alix’s podcasts and thinks she might be an interesting subject 
for her series. She is, she tells Alix, on the cusp of great changes in her life. 
 
Josie’s life appears to be strange and complicated, and although Alix finds her unsettling, she 
can’t quite resist the temptation to keep making the podcast. Slowly she starts to realise that 
Josie has been hiding some very dark secrets, and before she knows it, Josie has inveigled her way 
into Alix’s life—and into her home. 
 
But, as quickly as she arrived, Josie disappears. Only then does Alix discover that Josie has left a 
terrible and terrifying legacy in her wake, and that Alix has become the subject of her own true 
crime podcast, with her life and her family’s lives under mortal threat. 

 The Herd by Emily Edwards 

Elizabeth and Bryony are polar opposites but their unexpected friendship has always worked. 
They're the best of friends, and godmothers to each other's daughters - because they trust that 
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the safety of their children is both of their top priority. 
 
But what if their choice could harm your own child? 
 
Little do they know that they differ radically over one very important issue. And when Bryony, 
afraid of being judged, tells what is supposed to be a harmless white lie before a child's birthday 
party, the consequences are more catastrophic than either of them could ever have imagined . . . 

 A Death at the Party by Amy Stuart 

Nadine Walsh’s summer garden party is in full swing. The neighbors all have cocktails, the catered 
food is exquisite—everything’s going according to plan. 
 
But Nadine—devoted wife, loving mother, and doting daughter—finds herself standing over a 
dead body in her basement while her guests clink glasses upstairs. What happened? How did it 
come to this? 
 
Rewind to that morning, when Nadine is in her kitchen, making last-minute preparations before 
she welcomes more than a hundred guests to her home to celebrate her mother’s birthday. But 
her husband is of little help to her, her two grown children are consumed with their own concerns, 
and her mother—only her mother knows that today isn’t just a birthday party. It marks another 
anniversary as well. 
 
Still, Nadine will focus just on tonight. Everyone deserves a celebration after the year they’ve had. 
A chance for fun. A chance to forget. But it’s hard to forget when Nadine’s head is swirling with 
secrets, haunting memories, and concerns about what might happen when her guests unite. 

 The Beach Trap by Ali Brady 

When twelve-year-olds Kat Steiner and Blake O’Neill meet at Camp Chickawah, they have an 
instant connection. But everything falls apart when they learn they’re not just best friends—
they’re also half-sisters. Confused and betrayed, their friendship instantly crumbles. 
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Fifteen years later when their father dies suddenly, Kat and Blake discover he’s left them a joint 
inheritance: the family beach house in Destin, Florida. The two sisters are instantly at odds. Blake, 
who has recently been demoted from regular nanny to dog nanny, wants to sell the house, while 
social media influencer Kat is desperate to keep the place where she had so many happy 
childhood memories. 
 
Kat and Blake reluctantly join forces to renovate the dilapidated house with the understanding 
that Kat will try to buy Blake out at the end of the summer. The women clash as Blake’s 
renovation plans conflict with Kat’s creative vision, and each sister finds herself drawn into a 
summer romance. As the weeks pass, the two women realize the most difficult project they face 
this summer will be coming to grips with their shared past, and learning how to become sisters. 

 The Whispers by Ashley Audrain 

From the author of THE PUSH, a pageturner about four suburban families whose lives are 
changed when the unthinkable happens--and what is lost when good people make 
unconscionable choices 
 
The Loverlys sit by the hospital bed of their young son who is in a coma after falling from his 
bedroom window in the middle of the night; his mother, Whitney, will not speak to anyone. Back 
home, their friends and neighbors are left in shock, each confronting their own role in the events 
that led up to what happened that terrible night: the warm, altruistic Parks who are the Loverlys' 
best friends; the young, ambitious Goldsmiths who are struggling to start a family of their own; 
and the quiet, elderly Portuguese couple who care for their adult son with a developmental 
disability, and who pass the long days on the front porch, watching their neighbors go about their 
busy lives. 
 
The story spins out over the course of one week, in the alternating voices of the women in each 
family as they are forced to face the secrets within the walls of their own homes, and the 
uncomfortable truths that connect them all to one another. Set against the heartwrenching 
drama of what will happen to Xavier, who hangs between death and life, or a life changed forever, 
THE WHISPERS is a novel about what happens when we put our needs ahead of our children's. 
Exploring the quiet sacrifices of motherhood, the intuitions that we silence, the complexities of 
our closest friendships, and the danger of envy, this is a novel about the reverberations of life's 
most difficult decisions. 
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 The Close by Jane Casey 

At first glance, Jellicoe Close seems to be a perfect suburban street – well-kept houses with 
pristine lawns, neighbours chatting over garden fences, children playing together. 
 
But there are dark secrets behind the neat front doors, hidden dangers that include a ruthless 
criminal who will stop at nothing. 
 
It’s up to DS Maeve Kerrigan and DI Josh Derwent to uncover the truth. Posing as a couple, they 
move into the Close, blurring the lines between professional and personal as never before. 
 
And while Maeve and Josh try to gather the evidence they need, they have no idea of the danger 
they face – because someone in Jellicoe Close has murder on their mind. 

 All that is Mine I Carry with Me by William Landay 

One afternoon in November 1975, ten-year-old Miranda Larkin comes home from school to find 
her house eerily quiet. Her mother is missing. Nothing else is out of place. There is no sign of 
struggle. Her mom's pocketbook remains in the front hall, in its usual spot. 
 
So begins a mystery that will span a lifetime. What happened to Jane Larkin? 
 
Investigators suspect Jane's husband. A criminal defense attorney, Dan Larkin would surely be an 
expert in outfoxing the police. 
 
But no evidence is found linking him to a crime, and the case fades from the public's memory, a 
simmering, unresolved riddle. Jane's three children--Alex, Jeff, and Miranda--are left to be raised 
by the man who may have murdered their mother. 
 
Two decades later, the remains of Jane Larkin are found. The investigation is awakened. The 
children, now grown, are forced to choose sides. With their father or against him? Guilty or 
innocent? And what happens if they are wrong? 
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A tale about family--family secrets and vengeance, but also family love--All That Is Mine I Carry 
With Me masterfully grapples with a primal question: When does loyalty reach its limit? 

 

 It’s One of Us by J.T. Ellison 

Olivia Bender designs exquisite home interiors that satisfy the most demanding clients. But her 
own deepest desire can’t be fulfilled by marble counters or the perfect rug. She 
desperately  wants to be a mother. Fertility treatments and IVF keep failing. And just when she 
feels she’s at her lowest point, the police deliver shocking news to Olivia and her husband, Park. 
  
DNA results show that the prime suspect in a murder investigation is Park’s son. Olivia is relieved, 
knowing this is a mistake. Despite their desire, the Benders don’t have any children. Then comes 
the confession. Many years ago, Park donated sperm to a clinic. He has no idea how many times it 
was sold—or how many children he has sired. 
  
As the murder investigation goes deeper, more terrible truths come to light. With every revelation, 
Olivia must face the unthinkable. The man she married has fathered a killer. But can she hold that 
against him when she keeps such dark secrets of her own? 
  

 The Measure by Nikki Erlick 

Eight ordinary people. One extraordinary choice. 
 
It seems like any other day. You wake up, pour a cup of coffee, and head out. 
 
But today, when you open your front door, waiting for you is a small wooden box. This box holds 
your fate inside: the answer to the exact number of years you will live. 
 
From suburban doorsteps to desert tents, every person on every continent receives the same box. 
In an instant, the world is thrust into a collective frenzy. Where did these boxes come from? What 
do they mean? Is there truth to what they promise? 
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As society comes together and pulls apart, everyone faces the same shocking choice: Do they 
wish to know how long they’ll live? And, if so, what will they do with that knowledge? 

 The Block Party by Jamie Day 

This summer, meet your neighbors. 
 
The residents of the exclusive cul-de-sac on Alton Road are entangled in a web of secrets and 
scandal utterly unknown to the outside world, and even to each other. 
 
On the night of the annual Summer block party, there has been a murder. 
 
But, who did it and why takes readers back one year earlier, as rivalries and betrayals unfold—
discovering that the real danger lies within their own block and nothing—and no one—is ever as it 
seems. 

 You, with a View by Jessica Joyce 

Noelle Shepard is grieving the loss of her beloved grandmother when she discovers decades-old 
photos and letters that hint to a forbidden love in her gram's past. Needing to know the full story, 
she creates a TikTok video appealing for information - and it goes viral. 
 
Through her video, she manages to track down her grandmother's secret love, Paul, who offers to 
take her on the honeymoon road-trip he and Gram planned but never got to go on. 
 
Noelle jumps at the chance to make this one last connection with her grandmother. There's just 
one problem - Paul's grandson is Noelle's frustratingly handsome high-school rival Theo. 
 
And Theo has to come, too. 
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 Midnight is the Darkest Hour by Ashley Winstead 

Ruth Collier has always felt like an outsider, even as her father rains fire and brimstone from the 
church pulpit. In Bottom Springs, his word is as good as law. 
 
But there are things the townspeople fear more than God, like the Low Man, a vampiric figure 
said to kill sinners in their beds on moonless nights. 
 
When a skull is found deep in the swamp, a hunt for the Low Man begins. Suspicion turns to 
Everett – Ruth's oldest friend, with a dark past. As Ruth and Everett grow closer, Ruth begins to 
unearth the town's secrets, determined to discover the truth. 
 
But as the line between good and evil grows ever thin, how far will Ruth go to save the person she 
loves most? 

 Go as a River by Shelley Read 

On a cool autumn day in 1948, Victoria Nash delivers late-season peaches from her family's farm 
set amid the wild beauty of Colorado. As she heads into her village, a disheveled stranger stops to 
ask her the way. How she chooses to answer will unknowingly alter the course of both their young 
lives. 
 
So begins the mesmerizing story of split-second choices and courageous acts that propel Victoria 
away from the only home she has ever known and towards a reckoning with loss, hope and her 
own untapped strength. 
 
Gathering all the pieces of her small and extraordinary existence, spinning through the eddies of 
desire, heartbreak and betrayal, she will arrive at a single rocky decision that will change her life 
forever. 
 
Go as a River is a heart-wrenching coming-of-age story and a drama of enthralling power. 
Combining unforgettable characters and a breathtaking natural setting, it is a sweeping story of 
survival and becoming, of the deepest mysteries of love, truth and fate. 
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 The Echo of Old Books by Barbara Davis 

Rare-book dealer Ashlyn Greer’s affinity for books extends beyond the intoxicating scent of old 
paper, ink, and leather. She can feel the echoes of the books’ previous owners—an emotional 
fingerprint only she can read. When Ashlyn discovers a pair of beautifully bound volumes that 
appear to have never been published, her gift quickly becomes an obsession. Not only is each 
inscribed with a startling incrimination, but the authors, Hemi and Belle, tell conflicting sides of a 
tragic romance. 
 
With no trace of how these mysterious books came into the world, Ashlyn is caught up in a 
decades-old literary mystery, beckoned by two hearts in ruins, whoever they were, wherever they 
are. Determined to learn the truth behind the doomed lovers’ tale, she reads on, following a trail of 
broken promises and seemingly unforgivable betrayals. The more Ashlyn learns about Hemi and 
Belle, the nearer she comes to bringing closure to their love story—and to the unfinished chapters 
of her own life. 

 Only Love Can Hurt Like This by Paige Toon 

An earth-shattering secret. A life-changing love story. 
 
When Wren realizes her fiancé is in love with someone else, she thinks her heart will never 
recover. 
 
On the other side of the world, Anders lost his wife four years ago and is still struggling to move 
on. 
 
Wren hopes that spending the summer with her dad and step-family on their farm in Indiana will 
help her to heal. There, amid the cornfields and fireflies, she and Anders cross paths and their 
worlds are turned upside-down again. 
 
But Wren doesn't know that Anders is harboring a secret, and if he acts on any feelings he has for 
Wren it will have serious fall-out for everyone. Walking away would hurt Wren more than she can 

imagine. But, knowing the truth, how can she possibly stay? 
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 The Heiress by Rachel Hawkins (published January 2024) 

When Ruby McTavish Callahan Woodward Miller Kenmore dies, she’s not only North Carolina’s 
richest woman, she’s also its most notorious. The victim of a famous kidnapping as a child and a 
widow four times over, Ruby ruled the tiny town of Tavistock from Ashby House, her family’s 
estate high in the Blue Ridge mountains. In the aftermath of her death, that estate—along with a 
nine-figure fortune and the complicated legacy of being a McTavish—pass to her adopted son, 
Camden. 
 
But to everyone’s surprise, Cam wants little to do with the house or the money—and even less to 
do with the surviving McTavishes. Instead, he rejects his inheritance, settling into a normal life as 
an English teacher in Colorado and marrying Jules, a woman just as eager to escape her own 
messy past. 
 
Ten years later, Camden is a McTavish in name only, but a summons in the wake of his uncle’s 
death brings him and Jules back into the family fold at Ashby House. Its views are just as stunning 
as ever, its rooms just as elegant, but coming home reminds Cam why he was so quick to leave in 
the first place. 
 
Jules, however, has other ideas, and the more she learns about Cam’s estranged family—and the 
twisted secrets they keep—the more determined she is for her husband to claim everything Ruby 
once intended for him to have. 
 
But Ruby’s plans were always more complicated than they appeared. As Ashby House tightens its 
grip on Jules and Camden, questions about the infamous heiress come to light. Was there any 
truth to the persistent rumors following her disappearance as a girl? What really happened to 
those four husbands, who all died under mysterious circumstances? And why did she adopt Cam 
in the first place? Soon, Jules and Cam realize that an inheritance can entail far more than what’s 
written in a will––and that the bonds of family stretch far beyond the grave. 

 The Cuban Heiress by Chanel Cleeton 

In 1934, a luxury cruise becomes a fight for survival as two women’s pasts collide on a round-trip 
voyage from New York to Havana in New York Times bestselling author Chanel Cleeton's page-
turning new novel inspired by the true story of the SS Morro Castle. 
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New York heiress Catherine Dohan seemingly has it all. There’s only one problem. It’s a lie. As soon 
as the Morro Castle leaves port, Catherine’s past returns with a vengeance and threatens her life. 
Joining forces with a charismatic jewel thief, Catherine must discover who wants her dead—and 
why. 
 
Elena Palacio is a dead woman. Or so everyone thinks. After a devastating betrayal left her 
penniless and on the run, Elena’s journey on the Morro Castle is her last hope. Steeped in secrecy 
and a burning desire for revenge, her return to Havana is a chance to right the wrong that has 
been done to her—and her prey is on the ship. 

 All the Dangerous Things by Stacy Willingham 

One year ago, Isabelle Drake's life changed forever: her toddler son, Mason, was taken out of his 
crib in the middle of the night while she and her husband were asleep in the next room. With 
little evidence and few leads for the police to chase, the case quickly went cold. However, Isabelle 
cannot rest until Mason is returned to her—literally. 
 
Except for the occasional catnap or small blackout where she loses track of time, she hasn’t slept 
in a year. 
 
Isabelle's entire existence now revolves around finding him, but she knows she can’t go on this 
way forever. In hopes of jarring loose a new witness or buried clue, she agrees to be interviewed by 
a true-crime podcaster—but his interest in Isabelle's past makes her nervous. His incessant 
questioning paired with her severe insomnia has brought up uncomfortable memories from her 
own childhood, making Isabelle start to doubt her recollection of the night of Mason’s 
disappearance, as well as second-guess who she can trust... including herself. But she is 
determined to figure out the truth no matter where it leads. 

 The Break by Katie Sise 

After the traumatic birth of her daughter at a New York City hospital, Rowan O’Sullivan returns 
home to her apartment with her perfect newborn, Lila. At her side are her husband, Gabe, and 
June, a part-time babysitter hired to help Rowan in any way she can. 
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But in this time of joy, Rowan can’t shake the feeling that something isn’t right. She feels dread. 
She’s breaking. 
 
Rowan’s growing instability leads her to accuse June of unspeakable things. And when June 
disappears just days later, Rowan becomes a suspect. The neighbors heard the screaming. But 
only Rowan knows what really happened. If her mind can be trusted. Since Lila’s birth, her 
memory has been both unreliable and frightening. 
 
To uncover what happened to June and protect her new baby, Rowan must try to untangle the 
deep recesses of her mind and face the dark things she’s so desperate to keep buried. When she 
does, no one is prepared for where the truth leads. 

 Signal Fires by Dani Shapiro 

One Night. One Fateful Choice. A Constellation of Lives Changed Forever. 
 
SIGNAL FIRES opens on a summer night in 1985. Three teenagers have been drinking. One of 
them gets behind the wheel of a car, and, in an instant, everything on Division Street changes. 
Each of their lives, and that of Ben Wilf, a young doctor who arrives on the scene, is shattered. For 
the Wilf family, the circumstances of that fatal accident will become the deepest kind of secret, 
one so dangerous it can never be spoken. 
 
On Division Street, time has moved on. When the Shenkmans arrive—a young couple expecting a 
baby boy—it is as if the accident never happened. But when Waldo, the Shenkmans’ brilliant, 
lonely son who marvels at the beauty of the world and has a native ability to find connections in 
everything, befriends Dr. Wilf, now retired and struggling with his wife’s decline, past events come 
hurtling back in ways no one could ever have foreseen. 

 Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver – WINNER OF THE 2023 PULITZER 

PRIZE 
Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born to a teenaged single 
mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-
colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, 
relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict 
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schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he 
reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned 
rural people in favor of cities. 
 
Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his experience as a survivor 
of institutional poverty and its damages to children in his society. Those problems have yet to be 
solved in ours. Dickens is not a prerequisite for readers of this novel, but he provided its 
inspiration. In transposing a Victorian epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara 
Kingsolver enlists Dickens' anger and compassion, and above all, his faith in the transformative 
powers of a good story. Demon Copperhead speaks for a new generation of lost boys, and all 
those born into beautiful, cursed places they can't imagine leaving behind. 

 The Housemaid by Freida McFadden 

“Welcome to the family,” Nina Winchester says as I shake her elegant, manicured hand. I smile 
politely, gazing around the marble hallway. Working here is my last chance to start fresh. I can 
pretend to be whoever I like. But I’ll soon learn that the Winchesters’ secrets are far more 
dangerous than my own… 
 
Every day I clean the Winchesters’ beautiful house top to bottom. I collect their daughter from 
school. And I cook a delicious meal for the whole family before heading up to eat alone in my tiny 
room on the top floor. 
 
I try to ignore how Nina makes a mess just to watch me clean it up. How she tells strange lies 
about her own daughter. And how her husband Andrew seems more broken every day. But as I 
look into Andrew’s handsome brown eyes, so full of pain, it’s hard not to imagine what it would be 
like to live Nina’s life. The walk-in closet, the fancy car, the perfect husband. 
 
I only try on one of Nina’s pristine white dresses once. Just to see what it’s like. But she soon finds 
out… and by the time I realize my attic bedroom door only locks from the outside, it’s far too late. 
 
But I reassure myself: the Winchesters don’t know who I really am. 
 
They don’t know what I’m capable of… 
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 Little Monsters by Adrienne Brodeur 

Ken and Abby Gardner lost their mother when they were small and they have been haunted by 
her absence ever since. Their father, Adam, a brilliant oceanographer, raised them mostly on his 
own in his remote home on Cape Cod, where the attachment between Ken and Abby deepened 
into something complicated—and as adults their relationship is strained. Now, years later, the 
siblings’ lives are still deeply entwined. Ken is a successful businessman with political ambitions 
and a picture-perfect family and Abby is a talented visual artist who depends on her brother’s 
goodwill, in part because he owns the studio where she lives and works. 
 
As the novel opens, Adam is approaching his seventieth birthday, staring down his mortality and 
fading relevance. He has always managed his bipolar disorder with medication, but he’s 
determined to make one last scientific breakthrough and so he has secretly stopped taking his 
pills, which he knows will infuriate his children. Meanwhile, Abby and Ken are both harboring 
secrets of their own, and there is a new person on the periphery of the family—Steph, who doesn’t 
make her connection known. As Adam grows more attuned to the frequencies of the deep sea 
and less so to the people around him, Ken and Abby each plan the elaborate gifts they will 
present to their father on his birthday, jostling for primacy in this small family unit. 

 The Only One Left by Riley Sager 

At seventeen, Lenora Hope 
Hung her sister with a rope 
 
Now reduced to a schoolyard chant, the Hope family murders shocked the Maine coast one 
bloody night in 1929. While most people assume seventeen-year-old Lenora was responsible, the 
police were never able to prove it. Other than her denial after the killings, she has never spoken 
publicly about that night, nor has she set foot outside Hope’s End, the cliffside mansion where the 
massacre occurred. 
 
Stabbed her father with a knife 
Took her mother’s happy life 
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It’s now 1983, and home-health aide Kit McDeere arrives at a decaying Hope’s End to care for 
Lenora after her previous nurse fled in the middle of the night. In her seventies and confined to a 
wheelchair, Lenora was rendered mute by a series of strokes and can only communicate with Kit 
by tapping out sentences on an old typewriter. One night, Lenora uses it to make a tantalizing 
offer—I want to tell you everything. 
 
“It wasn’t me,” Lenora said 
But she’s the only one not dead 
 
As Kit helps Lenora write about the events leading to the Hope family massacre, it becomes clear 
there’s more to the tale than people know. But when new details about her predecessor’s 
departure come to light, Kit starts to suspect Lenora might not be telling the complete truth—
and that the seemingly harmless woman in her care could be far more dangerous than she first 
thought. 

 The Coworker by Freida McFadden (Published August 29) 

Two women. An office filled with secrets. One terrible crime that can't be taken back 
 
Dawn Schiff is strange. At least, everyone thinks so at Vixed, the nutritional supplement company 
where Dawn works as an accountant. She never says the right thing. She has no friends. And she 
is always at her desk at precisely 8:45 a.m. 
 
So when Dawn doesn't show up to the office one morning, her coworker Natalie Farrell—
beautiful, popular, top sales rep five years running—is surprised. Then she receives an unsettling, 
anonymous phone call that changes everything… 
 
It turns out Dawn wasn't just an awkward outsider—she was being targeted by someone close. 
And now Natalie is irrevocably tied to Dawn as she finds herself caught in a twisted game of cat 
and mouse that leaves her wondering: who's the real victim?< 
 
But one thing is incredibly clear: somebody hated Dawn Schiff. Enough to kill. 



24 | P a g e            

 December 1, 2023 
 

 The Burnout by Sophie Kinsella (Published October 2023) 

Sasha has had it. She cannot bring herself to respond to another inane, “urgent” (but obviously 
not at all urgent) email or participate in the corporate employee joyfulness program. She hasn’t 
seen her friends in months. Sex? Seems like a lot of effort. Even cooking dinner takes far too much 
planning. Sasha has hit a wall. 
 
Armed with good intentions to drink kale smoothies, try yoga, and find peace, she heads to the 
seaside resort she loved as a child. But it’s the off season, the hotel is in a dilapidated shambles, 
and she has to share the beach with the only other a grumpy guy named Finn, who seems as 
stressed as Sasha. How can she commune with nature when he’s sitting on her favorite rock, 
watching her? Nor can they agree on how best to alleviate their burnout ( manifesting, wild 
swimming; drinking whisky, getting pizza delivered to the beach). 
 
When curious messages, seemingly addressed to Sasha and Finn, begin to appear on the beach, 
the two are forced to talk—about everything. How did they get so burned out? Can either of them 
remember something they used to love? (Answer: surfing!) And the question they try and fail to 
ignore: what does the energy between them—flaring even in the face of their bone-deep 
exhaustion—signify? 

 My Murder by Katie Williams 

Lou is a happily married mother of an adorable toddler. She's also the victim of a local serial killer. 
Recently brought back to life and returned to her grieving family by a government project, she is 
grateful for this second chance. But as the new Lou re-adapts to her old routines, and as she 
bonds with other female victims, she realizes that disturbing questions remain about what exactly 
preceded her death and how much she can really trust those around her. 
 
Now it's not enough to care for her child, love her husband, and work the job she's always 
enjoyed--she must also figure out the circumstances of her death. Darkly comic, tautly paced, and 
full of surprises, My Murder is a devour-in-one-sitting, clever twist on the classic thriller. 
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 The Quiet Tenant by Clemence Michallon 

Aidan Thomas is a hard-working family man and a somewhat beloved figure in the small upstate 
New York town where he lives. He’s the kind of man who always lends a hand and has a good 
word for everyone. But Aidan has a dark secret he’s been keeping from everyone in town and 
those closest to him. He’s a kidnapper and serial killer. Aidan has murdered eight women and 
there’s a ninth he has earmarked for death: Rachel, imprisoned in a backyard shed, fearing for her 
life. 
 
When Aidan’s wife dies, he and his thirteen-year-old daughter Cecilia are forced to move. Aidan 
has no choice but to bring Rachel along, introducing her to Cecilia as a “family friend” who needs 
a place to stay. Aidan is betting on Rachel, after five years of captivity, being too brainwashed and 
fearful to attempt to escape. But Rachel is a fighter and survivor, and recognizes Cecilia might just 
be the lifeline she has waited for all these years. As Rachel tests the boundaries of her new living 
situation, she begins to form a tenuous connection with Cecilia. And when Emily, a local 
restaurant owner, develops a crush on the handsome widower, she finds herself drawn into 
Rachel and Cecilia’s orbit, coming dangerously close to discovering Aidan’s secret. 
 
Told through the perspectives of Rachel, Cecilia, and Emily, The Quiet Tenant explores the 
psychological impact of Aidan’s crimes on the women in his life—and the bonds between those 
women that give them the strength to fight back. Both a searing thriller and an astute study of 
trauma, survival, and the dynamics of power, The Quiet Tenant is an electrifying debut thriller by a 
major talent. 

 Everyone Here is Lying by Shari Lapena (published July 20) 

Welcome to Stanhope! A safe neighborhood. A place for families. 
 
William Wooler is a family man, on the surface. But he's been having an affair, an affair that ended 
horribly this afternoon at a motel up the road. So when he returns to his house, devastated and 
angry, to find his difficult nine-year-old daughter, Avery, unexpectedly home from school, William 
loses his temper. 
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Hours later, Avery's family declares her missing. 
 
Suddenly Stanhope doesn't feel so safe. And William isn't the only one on his street who's hiding a 
lie. As witnesses come forward with information that may or may not be true, Avery's neighbors 
become increasingly unhinged. 
 
Who took Avery Wooler? 
 
Nothing will prepare you for the truth. 

 The True Love Experiment by Christina Lauren 

Felicity “Fizzy” Chen is lost. Sure, she’s got an incredible career as a beloved romance novelist with 
a slew of bestsellers under her belt, but when she’s asked to give a commencement address, it 
hits her: she hasn’t been practicing what she’s preached. 
 
Fizzy hasn’t ever really been in love. Lust? Definitely. But that swoon-worthy, can’t-stop-thinking-
about-him, all-encompassing feeling? Nope. Nothing. What happens when the optimism she’s 
spent her career encouraging in readers starts to feel like a lie? 
 
Connor Prince, documentary filmmaker and single father, loves his work in large part because it 
allows him to live near his daughter. But when his profit-minded boss orders him to create a 
reality TV show, putting his job on the line, Connor is out of his element. Desperate to find his 
romantic lead, a chance run-in with an exasperated Fizzy offers Connor the perfect solution. What 
if he could show the queen of romance herself falling head-over-heels for all the world to see? 
Fizzy gives him a hard pass—unless he agrees to her list of demands. When he says yes, and 
production on The True Love Experiment begins, Connor wonders if that perfect match will ever 
be in the cue cards for him, too. 

 The Connellys of County Down by Tracey Lange (published August 1) 

When Tara Connelly is released from prison after serving eighteen months on a drug charge, she 
knows rebuilding her life at thirty years old won’t be easy. With no money and no prospects, she 
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returns home to live with her siblings, who are both busy with their own problems. Her brother, a 
single dad, struggles with the ongoing effects of a brain injury he sustained years ago, and her 
sister’s fragile facade of calm and order is cracking under the burden of big secrets. Life becomes 
even more complicated when the cop who put her in prison keeps showing up unannounced, 
leaving Tara to wonder what he wants from her now. 
 
While she works to build a new career and hold her family together, Tara finds a chance at love in 
a most unlikely place. But when the Connellys’ secrets start to unravel and threaten her future, 
they all must face their worst fears and come clean, or risk losing each other forever. 

 The Wishing Game by Meg Shaffer 

Make a wish. . . . 
 
Lucy Hart knows better than anyone what it’s like to grow up without parents who loved her. In a 
childhood marked by neglect and loneliness, Lucy found her solace in books, namely the Clock 
Island series by Jack Masterson. Now a twenty-six-year-old teacher’s aide, she is able to share her 
love of reading with bright, young students, especially seven-year-old Christopher Lamb, who was 
left orphaned after the tragic death of his parents. Lucy would give anything to adopt Christopher, 
but even the idea of becoming a family seems like an impossible dream without proper funds and 
stability. 
 
But be careful what you wish for. . . . 
 
Just when Lucy is about to give up, Jack Masterson announces he’s finally written a new book. 
Even better, he’s holding a contest at his home on the real Clock Island, and Lucy is one of the four 
lucky contestants chosen to compete to win the one and only copy. 
 
For Lucy, the chance of winning the most sought-after book in the world means everything to her 
and Christopher. But first she must contend with ruthless book collectors, wily opponents, and 
the distractingly handsome (and grumpy) Hugo Reese, the illustrator of the Clock Island books. 
Meanwhile, Jack “the Mastermind” Masterson is plotting the ultimate twist ending that could 
change all their lives forever. 
 
. . . You might just get it. 
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 You Can Trust Me by Wendy Heard 

Summer and Leo would do anything for each other. Inspired by the way each has had to carve her 
place in a hostile and unforgiving world, and united by the call of the open road, they travel 
around sunny California in Summer's tricked-out Land Cruiser. It's not a glamorous life, but it gives 
them the freedom they crave from the painful pasts they've left behind. But even free spirits have 
bills to pay. Luckily, Summer is a skilled pickpocket, a small-time thief, and a con artist--and Leo, 
determined to pay her own way, has learned a trick or two. 
 
Eager for a big score, Leo catches in her crosshairs Michael Forrester, a self-made billionaire and 
philanthropist. When her charm wins him over, Leo is rewarded with an invitation to his private 
island off the California coastline for a night of fabulous excess. She eagerly anticipates returning 
with photos that can be sold to the paparazzi, jewelry that can be liquidated, and endless stories 
to share with Summer. 
 
Instead, Leo disappears. 
 
On her own for the first time in years, Summer decides to infiltrate Michael's island and find out 
what really happened. But when she arrives, no one has seen Leo--she's not on the island as far as 
they know. Plus, there was only one way on the island--and no way off--for the coming days. 
Trapped in a scheme she helped initiate, could Summer have met her match? 

 The Forgetting by Hanna Beckerman 

When Anna Bradshaw wakes up in a hospital bed in London, she remembers nothing, not even 
her loving husband, Stephen. The doctors say her amnesia is to be expected, but Anna feels cut 
adrift from her entire life. 
 
In Bristol, Livvy Nicholson is newly married to Dominic and eager to get back to work after six 
months’ maternity leave. But when Dominic’s estranged mother appears, making a series of 
unnerving claims, Livvy is sucked into a version of herself she doesn’t recognise. 
 



29 | P a g e            

 December 1, 2023 
 

A hundred miles apart, both women feel trapped and disorientated, and their stories are about to 
collide. Can they uncover the secret that connects them and reconstruct their fractured lives? 

 Five Star Weekend by Elin Hiderbrand 

Hollis Shaw’s life seems picture-perfect. She’s the creator of the popular food blog Hungry with 
Hollis and is married to Matthew, a dreamy heart surgeon. But after she and Matthew get into a 
heated argument one snowy morning, he leaves for the airport and is killed in a car accident. The 
cracks in Hollis’s perfect life—her strained marriage and her complicated relationship with her 
daughter, Caroline—grow deeper. 
 
So when Hollis hears about something called a “Five-Star Weekend”—one woman organizes a trip 
for her best friend from each phase of her life: her teenage years, her twenties, her thirties, and 
midlife—she decides to host her own Five-Star Weekend on Nantucket. But the weekend doesn’t 
turn out to be a joyful Hallmark movie. 
 
The husband of Hollis’s childhood friend Tatum arranges for Hollis’s first love, Jack Finigan, to 
spend time with them, stirring up old feelings. Meanwhile, Tatum is forced to play nice with 
abrasive and elitist Dru-Ann, Hollis’s best friend from UNC Chapel Hill. Dru-Ann’s career as a 
prominent Chicago sports agent is on the line after her comments about a client’s mental health 
issues are misconstrued online. Brooke, Hollis’s friend from their thirties, has just discovered that 
her husband is having an inappropriate relationship with a woman at work. Again! And then 
there’s Gigi, a stranger to everyone (including Hollis) who reached out to Hollis through her blog. 
Gigi embodies an unusual grace and, as it hap- pens, has many secrets. 

Non-Fiction   

  Spare by Prince Harry 

It was one of the most searing images of the twentieth century: two young boys, two princes, 
walking behind their mother’s coffin as the world watched in sorrow—and horror. As Princess 
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Diana was laid to rest, billions wondered what Prince William and Prince Harry must be thinking 
and feeling—and how their lives would play out from that point on. 
 
For Harry, this is that story at last. 
 
Before losing his mother, twelve-year-old Prince Harry was known as the carefree one, the happy-
go-lucky Spare to the more serious Heir. Grief changed everything. He struggled at school, 
struggled with anger, with loneliness—and, because he blamed the press for his mother’s death, 
he struggled to accept life in the spotlight. 
 
At twenty-one, he joined the British Army. The discipline gave him structure, and two combat 
tours made him a hero at home. But he soon felt more lost than ever, suffering from post-
traumatic stress and prone to crippling panic attacks. Above all, he couldn’t find true love. 
 
Then he met Meghan. The world was swept away by the couple’s cinematic romance and rejoiced 
in their fairy-tale wedding. But from the beginning, Harry and Meghan were preyed upon by the 
press, subjected to waves of abuse, racism, and lies. Watching his wife suffer, their safety and 
mental health at risk, Harry saw no other way to prevent the tragedy of history repeating itself but 
to flee his mother country. Over the centuries, leaving the Royal Family was an act few had dared. 
The last to try, in fact, had been his mother. . . . 
 
For the first time, Prince Harry tells his own story, chronicling his journey with raw, unflinching 
honesty. A landmark publication, Spare is full of insight, revelation, self-examination, and hard-
won wisdom about the eternal power of love over grief. 

 Love, Pamela by Pamela Anderson 

Pamela Anderson's blond bombshell image was ubiquitous in the 1990s. Discovered in the stands 
during a Canadian football game, she was quickly launched into superstardom, 
becoming Playboy's favorite cover girl and an emblem of Hollywood glamour and sex appeal. Yet 
the Pamela Anderson we think we know was created through happenstance rather than careful 
cultivation. Love, Pamela brings forth her true story: that of a small-town girl getting tangled up 
in her own dream. 
 
Growing up on Vancouver Island, the daughter of young, wild, and unwittingly stylish parents, 
Pamela lived a hardscrabble childhood but developed a deep love for nature, populating her 
world with misfits, apparitional friends, and injured animals. Eventually overcoming her natural 
shyness, Pamela's restless imagination propelled her into a life few can dream of, from the 
beaches of Malibu to the coveted scene at the Playboy Mansion. As her star rose, she found herself 
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a fixture of tabloid fodder, at the height of an era when paparazzi tactics were bent on destroying 
a person's image and self-esteem. 
 
Pamela forged ahead with grace, finding sanctuary in her love of art and literature, and emerged 
a devoted mother and activist. Now, having returned to the island of her childhood, after a 
memorable run starring as Roxie in Chicago on Broadway, Pamela is telling her story, a story of an 
irrepressible free spirit coming home and discovering herself anew at every turn. With vivid prose 
interspersed with bursts of original poetry, Love, Pamela is a pensive, layered, and unforgettable 
memoir. 

 Corrections in Ink by Keri Blakinger 

 
Keri Blakinger always lived life at full throttle. Growing up, that meant throwing herself into 
competitive figure skating with an all-consuming passion that led her to nationals. But when her 
skating career suddenly fell apart, that meant diving into self-destruction with the intensity she 
once saved for the ice. 
For the next nine years, Keri ricocheted from one dark place to the living on the streets, selling 
drugs and sex, and shooting up between classes all while trying to hold herself together enough 
to finish her degree at Cornell. Then, on a cold day during her senior year, the police caught her 
walking down the street with a Tupperware full of heroin. 
 
Her arrest made the front page of the local news and landed her behind bars for nearly two years. 
There, in the Twilight Zone of New York’s jails and prisons, Keri grappled with the wreckage of her 
missteps and mistakes as she sobered up and searched for a better path. Along the way, she met 
women from all walks of life―who were all struggling through the same upside-down world of 
corrections. As the days ticked by, Keri came to understand how broken the justice system is and 
who that brokenness hurts the most. 
 
After she walked out of her cell for the last time, Keri became a reporter dedicated to exposing our 
flawed prisons as only an insider could. Written with searing intensity, unflinching honesty, and 
shocks of humor, Corrections in Ink uncovers that dark, brutal system that affects us all. Not just a 
story about getting out and getting off drugs, this galvanizing memoir is about the power of 
second chances; about who our society throws away and who we allow to reach for 
redemption―and how they reach for it. 
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 Stash: My Life in Hiding by Laura Cathcart Robbins 

After years of hiding her addiction from everyone—from stockpiling pills in her Louboutins to 
elaborately scheduling withdrawals between PTA meetings, baby showers, and tennis matches—
Laura Cathcart Robbins settles into a complicated purgatory. 
 
She learns the hard way that privilege doesn’t protect you from pain. Facing divorce, the 
possibility of a grueling custody battle, and internalized racism, Robbins wonders just how much 
more she can take. 
 
Now, with courage and candid openness, she reveals how she managed to begin the long journey 
towards sobriety and unexpectedly finding new love. Robbins harrowingly illustrates taking down 
the wall she built around herself brick by brick and what it means to be Black in a startingly white 
world. With its raw, finely crafted, and engaging prose, Stash is the story of just how badly the 
facade she created had to shatter before Laura could reconnect to her true self. 

 Class: A Memoir of Motherhood, Hunger, and Higher Education by Stephanie Land 

When Stephanie Land set out to write her memoir Maid, she never could have imagined what 
was to come. Handpicked by President Barack Obama as one of the best books of 2019, it was 
called “an eye-opening journey into the lives of the working poor” (People). Later it was adapted 
into the hit Netflix series Maid, which was viewed by 67 million households and was Netflix’s 
fourth most-watched show in 2021, garnering three Primetime Emmy Award nominations. 
Stephanie’s escape out of poverty and abuse in search of a better life inspired millions. 
 
Maid was a story about a housecleaner, but it was also a story about a woman with a dream. 
In Class, Land takes us with her as she finishes college and pursues her writing career. Facing 
barriers at every turn including a byzantine loan system, not having enough money for food, 
navigating the judgments of professors and fellow students who didn’t understand the demands 
of attending college while under the poverty line—Land finds a way to survive once again, finally 
graduating in her mid-thirties. 
 
Class paints an intimate and heartbreaking portrait of motherhood as it converges and often 
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conflicts with personal desire and professional ambition. Who has the right to create art? Who 
has the right to go to college? And what kind of work is valued in our culture? In clear, candid, 
and moving prose, Class grapples with these questions, offering a searing indictment of America’s 
educational system and an inspiring testimony of a mother’s triumph against all odds. 

 The Family Outing: A Memoir by Jessi Hempel 

Jessi Hempel was raised in a seemingly picture-perfect, middle-class American family. But the 
truth was far from perfect. Her father was constantly away from home, traveling for work, while 
her stay-at-home mother became increasingly lonely and erratic. Growing up, Jessi and her two 
siblings struggled to make sense of their family, their world, their changing bodies, and the 
emotional turmoil each was experiencing. And each, in their own way, was hiding their true self 
from the world. 
 
By the time Jessi reached adulthood, everyone in her family had come out: Jessi as gay, her sister 
as bisexual, her father as gay, her brother as transgender, and her mother as a survivor of a 
traumatic experience with an alleged serial killer. Yet coming out was just the beginning, starting 
a chain reaction of other personal revelations and reckonings that caused each of them to 
question their place in the world in new and ultimately liberating ways. 

 Paris: The Memoir by Paris Hilton 

Paris rose to prominence as an heiress to the Hilton Hotels empire, but cultivated her fame and 
fortune as the It Girl of the aughts, a time marked by the burgeoning twenty-four-hour 
entertainment news cycle and the advent of the celebrity blog. Using her celebrity brand, Paris set 
in motion her innovative business ventures, while being the constant target of tabloid culture that 
dismissively wrote her off as "famous for being famous." With tenacity, sharp business acumen, 
and grit, she built a global empire and, in the process, became a truly modern icon beloved 
around the world. 
 
Now, with courage, honesty, and humor, Paris Hilton is ready to take stock, place it all in context, 
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and share her story with the world. Separating the creation from the creator, the brand from the 
ambassador, Paris: The Memoir strips away all we thought we knew about a celebrity icon, taking 
us back to a privileged childhood lived through the lens of undiagnosed ADHD and teenage 
rebellion that triggered a panicked--and perilous--decision by her parents. Led to believe they 
were saving their child's life, Paris's mother and father had her kidnapped and sent to a series of 
"emotional growth boarding schools," where she survived almost two years of verbal, physical, and 
sexual abuse. In the midst of a hell we now call the "troubled teen industry," Paris created a 
beautiful inner world where the ugliness couldn't touch her. She came out, resolving to trust no 
one but herself as she transformed that fantasy world into a multibillion-dollar reality. 
 
Recounting her perilous journey through pre-#MeToo sexual politics with grace, dignity, and just 
the right amount of sass, Paris: The Memoir tracks the evolution of celebrity culture through the 
story of the figure at its leading edge, full of defining moments and marquee names. Most 
important, Paris shows us her path to peace while she challenges us to question our role in her 
story and in our own. 
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