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The library book club met in February to discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.   

This book describes a young child living in impoverished conditions in the swamps of North 

Carolina. Her siblings left as soon as they were able due to an abusive father. Eventually 

deserted by her mother and remaining brother, she learns to coexist with her father by cooking 

for him and doing the housekeeping. He eventually abandons her too, albeit after teaching her 

to navigate the swamps, fish and forage.  Although an attempt is made to bring her to school, 

she is rejected by teachers, ridiculed by students and scorned by townsfolk. She learns early 

that survival depends on being invisible and looking after herself.  However, when she gets the 

opportunity to learn to read from a friend of her brother’s, her natural curiosity allows her to 

excel in the study of swamp and marsh insects, plants and shells. Her friendship develops into a 

love interest and when she is deserted by him as well, she then reveals herself to the town 

football hero and all-around womanizer.  This relationship is also doomed.  

The story explores the protagonist’s desire for human contact but also her need for solitude 

and the natural world of the birds and the swamp.  The author, who is a naturalist and the 

author of four non-fiction books, emphasizes and writes about a lone strong independent 

female character based on her studies of female-dominated animal societies. 

Our group believed the story overall but were divided in the believability of the murder trial. 

Some felt that the whole concept was far-fetched but others accepted the premise of a person 

following the natural world order.  We all appreciated the description of the swamp and swamp 

life.  It was alive and realistic.  The loneliness and difficulties of the protagonist’s existence is 

balanced by appreciating the rewards of her life with the birds, insects and her studies.  Despite 

her rejections by the two men in her life, she pursues her passion for her work, her art, poetry 

and writing.  The marsh is her world and she knows it.  She could not live in town or near other 

people. Overall, Crawdads is a really good read and we understood the hype and the reason for 

this title being included on all the major reading lists in 2019.   

In March, the book club will meet to discuss Last Train to London by Meg Waite Clayton.  


